
HISTORIC AND DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION 
January 19, 2022 

 
HDRC CASE NO: 2022-012 
ADDRESS: 109 N SAN SABA 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: NCB 319 BLK 1 LOT 1, 2 & 4 
ZONING: D 
CITY COUNCIL DIST.: 1 
APPLICANT: Miranda Garrison/City of San Antonio 
OWNER: City of San Antonio 
TYPE OF WORK: Signage 
APPLICATION RECEIVED: December 20, 2021 
60-DAY REVIEW: Not applicable due to City Council Emergency Orders 
CASE MANAGER: Rachel Rettaliata 
REQUEST: 
The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness for approval to install wayfinding signage for the ZONA Cultural 
project. 

APPLICABLE CITATIONS: 
Sec. 35-645. - Signs and Billboards on Public Property or Right-of-Way. 
 
(a) General Provisions. All non-regulatory signage on public property, on the public right-of-way, or overhanging the 
public right-of-way shall conform to all city codes and must be approved by the historic preservation officer prior to 
installation. Permits must be obtained following approval of the application. The historic preservation officer may 
submit an application under this section to the historic and design review commission for their recommendation prior to 
approving, denying, or approving with conditions the application. Memorials, markers, naming rights of public property, 
and recognition of charitable donations given to the City of San Antonio shall be additionally governed by existing 
policies for memorials and markers and/or any formal action passed by city council. Temporary displays approved by 
the department exercising control of the public property are authorized if in accordance with chapter 28 of the City Code 
of San Antonio, Texas. 

FINDINGS: 
a. The applicant has proposed to install approximately twenty-one (21) wayfinding signs with directional 

information and seven (7) wayfinding signs with interpretive information within the Zona Cultural project area 
between Cattleman Square to the east, Main Plaza to the west, W Cesar Chavez to the south, and E Houston to 
the north. The applicant has proposed to install the interpretive wayfinding signs markers on the 800 block of W 
Commerce, the 100 block of San Saba, the 100 block of Santa Rosa, the 300 block of W Commerce, the 100 
block of E Commerce, the 100-200 block of Santa Rosa, and the 300-400 block of Santa Rosa.  

b. CASE HISTORY – The Zona Cultural project previously received HDRC approval for right-of-way 
improvements along the West Commerce Corridor between S Santa Rosa and S St Mary’s and between Frio 
Street and Alazan Creek, HDRC Case Numbers 2018-374 and 2020-213, respectively. The approved scopes of 
work included new curbing and paving, pedestrian lighting, landscaping, the installation of benches, and the 
installation of decorative sidewalk elements. Previous applications have included information on proposed 
information kiosks and VIA bus shelters that were not reviewed or approved by the HDRC. The applicant has 
returned to the HDRC for the review of additional wayfinding signage.  

c. DIRECTIONAL WAYFINDING SIGNAGE DESIGN – The applicant is requesting approval to install 
approximately twenty-one (21) directional wayfinding signs within the Zona Cultural project area. The applicant 
has not provided final height or material information at this time. The applicant has proposed wayfinding 
signage approximately 7 ½ feet in height with a metallic finish, featuring the Zona Cultural Greca pattern. Staff 
finds that the applicant should provide final dimensions and material specifications for the proposed directional 
signage to staff for review and approval. The proposed signage design is generally appropriate. 

d. DIRECTIONAL WAYFINDING SIGNAGE LOCATION – The applicant is requesting approval to install 
approximately twenty-one (21) directional wayfinding signs within the Zona Cultural project area. Staff finds 



that the applicant should submit finalized directional signage locations to staff for review and approval prior to 
receiving a Certificate of Appropriateness.  

e. INTERPRETIVE WAYFINDING SIGNAGE DESIGN – The applicant is requesting approval to install 
approximately seven (7) interpretive wayfinding signs within the Zona Cultural project area. The applicant has 
not provided final height or material information at this time. The applicant has proposed wayfinding signage 
approximately 8 feet in height with a metallic finish, featuring the Zona Cultural Greca pattern. The interpretive 
signs proposed will feature interpretive text and contextual photos with uniform text, font size, and overall 
layout. The applicant has proposed interpretive signs focused on the railroad & westside, the Chili Queens and 
Market Square, immigration and Market Square, Spanish theatres, Main Plaza and Commerce Street, 
Publisher’s Row, and Barrio Laredito. The applicant has committed to reviewing and finalizing the interpretive 
text with the City’s Cultural Historian. Staff finds that the applicant should provide final dimensions and 
material specifications for the proposed interpretive signage to staff for review and approval. Staff finds that the 
proposed plaque is in accordance with UDC Section 35-645 and is appropriate.  

f. INTERPRETIVE WAYFINDING SIGNAGE LOCATION –The applicant has proposed to install the 
interpretive wayfinding signs on the 800 block of W Commerce (railroad and westside), the 100 block of San 
Saba (Chili Queens/Market Square), the 100 block of Santa Rosa (Immigration/Market Square), the 300 block 
of W Commerce (Spanish theatres), the 100 block of E Commerce (Main Plaza/Commerce Street), the 100-200 
block of Santa Rosa (Publisher’s Row), and the 300-400 block of Santa Rosa (Barrio Laredito). The interpretive 
text will correspond to the location of the wayfinding signage. Staff finds that the applicant should submit 
finalized interpretive signage locations to staff for review and approval prior to receiving a Certificate of 
Appropriateness.  

RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends approval based on findings a through f with the following stipulations:  

i. That the applicant submits final dimensions and material specifications for the proposed interpretive signage to 
staff for review and approval prior to the issuance of a Certificate of Appropriateness.  

ii. That the applicant submits an updated site plan with finalized signage locations to staff for review and approval 
prior to the issuance of a Certificate of Appropriateness.  
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December 21, 2021 
 
Office of Historic Preservation 
Development and Business Services Center 
1901 S. Alamo 
San Antonio, TX 78204 
 
SUBJECT: Request for Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) 

ZONA Wayfinding and Interpretive Signage 
  San Antonio, Bexar County, Texas 
 
 

While the overall ZONA project has already received three COAs (830 W Commerce St., 109 N. San 
Saba, and 500 N. Santa Rosa), the design and locations of the wayfinding and interpretive signage 
has changed. The storytelling information for the interpretive signage is still under development. 
However, we have been working closely with Claudia Guerra (OHP), and she will review the final draft 
for said signage.  
 
The City of San Antonio PWD EMD does hereby request your review of the enclosed documentation 
and concurrence with the new designs and locations for the signage.  
 

Should you have any questions regarding this project, please do not hesitate to contact me at (210) 
207-1454 or by email at Miranda.Garrison@sanantonio.gov. 
 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Miranda Garrison, Architectural Historian/Environmental Project Manager 
Public Works Department – Environmental Management Division 
City of San Antonio 



Zona Cultural Wayfinding & Interpretive Signage
Directional / Wayfinding Interpretive / Storytelling
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WITH POWDER COAT, SEE STRUCTURAL FOR
ATTACHMENT.

2. HSS FRAMING, SEE STRUCTURAL. PAINT
SHALL MATCH PANTONE 225 XGC (MAGENTA)
OR APPROVED EQUAL CONTRACTOR SHALL
SUBMIT SAMPLE FOR APPROVAL.

3. ETCH "GRECA" PATTERN INTO STEEL PLATE
AND PAINT WITH ELECTROSTATIC PAINTING.
PRIME AND PAINT WITH (2) FINISH COATS.
WHEN SUBMITTING PAINT SAMPLES FOR
APPROVAL, PROVIDE RECOMMENDATIONS
FOR PAINTING INCLUDING PRIMER, PAINT
TYPE, APPLICATION RATE, ETC.

4. SEAL WITH ANTI-GRAFITTI COATING: SHERWIN
WILLIAMS 2K WATERBASED URETHANE OR
APPROVED EQUAL. FOLLOW
MANUFACTURER'S RECOMMENDATIONS FOR
STEEL APPLICATION. CONTRACTOR SHALL
SUBMIT INFORMATION FOR APPROVAL.

5. MAP OR HISTORICAL INFORMATION PROVIDED
BY CoSA
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B. DESIGN TEAM AND FABRICATOR TO WORK
WITH CoSA STAFF FOR FINAL DEVELOPMENT
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ATTACHMENT.
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SHALL MATCH PANTONE 225 XGC (MAGENTA)
OR APPROVED EQUAL CONTRACTOR SHALL
SUBMIT SAMPLE FOR APPROVAL.

3. ETCH "GRECA" PATTERN INTO STEEL PLATE
AND PAINT WITH ELECTROSTATIC PAINTING.
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